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Credit card or
selfie? Mastercard
starts biometric
payments

Paris
hoppers in a dozen
European
countries
can make online payments
using a selfie from
yesterday, under a rollout
by Mastercard of new
payment technology.
Removing the need to
memorise a password,
Mastercard said biometrics
like fingerprints or facial
recognition could now be
used to verify a customer’s
identity.
The technology, unveiled
at the Mobile World
Congress in Barcelona in
February, has been tested
in the Netherlands, US and
Canada, the credit card
company said.
“Mastercard
Identity
Check Mobile eliminates
the need for cardholders
to
recall
passwords,
dramatically speeding up the
digital checkout experience
while also improving
security,” Mastercard said
in a statement.
“Instead, the cardholder
can verify their identity
by using the fingerprint
scanner
on
their
smartphone or via facial
recognition technology by
taking a ‘selfie’ photo.”
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Dadabhai Group wins
regional acclaim
Manama
eef Terraces, a new landmark
development, has won
regional acclaim for Bahrain at
the Africa & Arabia Property
Awards during a glittering gala
ceremony at the JW Marriott
Marquis in Dubai.
The residential project won
the Highly Commended Award
for Best Residential High Rise
Development and also the
Best Residential Development
(individual units) Award. The
project is an initiative of Bahraini
real estate pioneer Dadabhai
Noon Real Estate a division
of the multi-faceted Dadabhai
Group.
The project’s exclusive sales
agent, Pegasus Real Estate
NAIBahrain’s
Managing
Director Aziz Mithaiwala
received the award from Lord
Liverpool, a Member of the
House of Lords and Chairman
of the judging panel and
Stuart Shield, President of the
International Property Awards
Syndicate. Pegasus was also
awarded the 5-star award for best
property consultancy marketing
during the event.
Arabian Property Awards
is part of the long-established
International Property Awards
that are globally recognised as a
mark of excellence in the sector.
Located in the heart of
Bahrain’s Al Seef Entertainment
District, Seef Terraces is a
29-storey freehold tower
comprising 173 studio, one-,
two- and three-bedroom luxury
apartments with large private
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BCCI to host biz
forum today

Afnan Al Zayani
Manama
he Bahrain Chamber of
Commerce and Industry
is holding a forum on the
business environment of
Bahrain today at 12pm at Al
Majlis Hall on the ground
floor of Bait Al Tijjar.
It is held by the business
women committee headed
by board member Afnan Al
Zayani in cooperation with
the public affairs committee
headed by board member Sh.
Hind bint Salman Al Khalifa.
Al Zayani urged BCCI
members and members of
the business community to
attend this forum, which will
emphasise on the strategic
plans of the various ministries
and authorities, publicprivate sector partnerships.
Al Zayani said the forum
will host three ministers
and two CEOs representing
government bodies including
the Ministry of Industry,
Commerce, and Tourism;
the Ministry of Works,
Municipalities
Affairs
and Urban Planning; the
Ministry of Labour and Social
Development; the Labour
Market Regulatory Authority
(LMRA); the Economic
Development Board (EDB);
and Tamkeen.
Interested business owners,
investors, and entrepreneurs
are urged to attend the
event.

T
Shabeer Dadabhai
terraces offering a high quality
lifestyle in a neighbourhood that
blends residential, commercial
and leisure space.
Highlights of the project
include a sprawling leisure and
recreational deck with tennis and
squash courts, BBQ area, jogging
track, mini VIP cinema, multipurpose hall, indoor basketball
court, billiards room, table tennis
and a large outdoor landscaped
play area for children.
It will also have separate stateof-the-art gymnasia, steam,
sauna and Jacuzzi for women
and men, a large infinity pool
with lounge area and outdoor
Jacuzzi on the rooftop level.
Other stand-out features
are four floors of dedicated
indoor parking with over 185
spaces, 24/7 CCTV security,
access control entry-exit and
a luxurious double height airconditioned lobby with exquisite
finishes.
Dadabhai Noon Real Estate
Managing Director Shabeer
Dadabhai said construction of
the project was moving ahead
of schedule with eight slabs now

Aziz Mithaiwala receives the award
erected adding that the ecofriendly building is also designed
to be earthquake-resistant.
“The parking floors have been
completed with four apartment
slabs. The project is clearly
visible from the Shaikh Khalifa
Bin Salman Highway. Every
floor slab is expected to take 10
days to erect with construction
completion expected by the 4th
quarter of 2017 followed with
immediate handover.
“We believe families shouldn’t
have to compromise on luxury
and comfort to get space and
convenience. This forms our
strategic approach towards
developing
best-in-class
value generating residential
communities,” added Dadabhai.
“Our apartments feature
bright open spaces, floor to
ceiling glass façades, large
terraces and balconies in an
ample area. The prices are
exceptionally competitive in
proportion to the sizes of the
apartments being offered.”
“Additionally, the facilities

being offered at the tower are
suited for the convenience
and leisure of all. Our USP is
the quality, space and lifestyle
amenities we are offering at a
prominent location at the right
price,” he explained.”
Another maiden project of the
group Juffair Heights has been
completed on schedule and is
currently under handover to the
buyers.
Leading
international
property consultants including
Cluttons and CBRE have singled
out the Al Seef District as a hub
of continuing development and
activity due to its location - with
direct access to both Manama
and the Saudi Causeway - and
the retail and entertainment
offerings including the country’s
largest mall, City Centre Bahrain.
“The project is exactly what
a buyer in Seef is looking for,
offering comfort, convenience,
ease of access, a vibrant
neighbourhood and a luxury
family lifestyle – all at a good
price,” added Dadabhai.

Google launches Pixel smartphone in hardware push
Google yesterday unveiled its new Pixel smartphone with artificial intelligence built in as it
directly takes on the iPhone with its own branded, premium-priced handset

Is this the best yet?

iPhone 7 rival

Pixel also has a special
programme to make it
easy for users to switch
operating systems, say
from an iPhone to and
Android, by simply
transfer contacts, content
and even iMessages.

Pixel smartphone will be available with a five-inch display or a 5.5 inch
display, starting at $649 for US customers, at similar prices to the latest
iPhone models. By producing the hardware and Android software,
Google is making a more direct challenge to Apple and its tightly
controlled ecosystem.

The Looking
Glass
Comes with Google
Assistant
“We are building hardware with the Google Assistant
at its core,” said Rick Osterloh, head of a new hardware
division at the California-based internet giant. “We
believe that the next big innovation is going to take
place at the intersection of hardware and software, with
AI at the centre.”

Pixel arrives Daydream-ready
for the best of Google’s new
VR experiences. According
to DxO Mark’s tests, the
Pixel’s 12-megapixel
camera surpasses the
iPhone’s 12-megapixel
shooter.

Latest
Android
version

You don’t need a rumour to believe that
Google will include the latest version of its
own operating system, called Android 7.0
Nougat, in its own smartphones.

